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In 1982, Herman Pirchner, Jr. became the founding President of the American Foreign Policy
Council (AFPC), a non-profit public policy organization headquartered in Washington, DC.

Under his leadership, AFPC has hosted Washington events for hundreds of foreign officials
ranging from the Prime Minister of Malta to the Prime Minister of Russia; conducted hundreds of
briefings for Members of Congress and their staffs and, organized dozens of fact-finding
missions abroad for current and former senior American officials. Former Secretary of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge, Former Secretary of Defense Don Rumsfeld, Former Speaker
of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich, former Director of Central Intelligence R. James
Woolsey, as well as the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Dick Myers are
among those who have participated in this program.

Pirchner’s travels have taken him to most areas of the world, including more than 70 trips to the
countries of the former Soviet Union since 1989, and more than 30 trips to China since 1994.
He is an engaging speaker with a compelling grasp of the dynamics of world affairs.

AFPC'’s publication program includes sponsorship of articles, monographs, books and
Congressional testimony. AFPC authors have appeared in numerous newspapers and
magazines including the Washington Post, New York Times, International Herald Tribune,
Jane’s Defense Weekly, Washington Times, Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, and National
Review.

American Foreign Policy Council spokesmen regularly give testimony before Congress as well
as commentary on Fox News, CNN, MSNBC, BBC and other news channels. C-SPAN has
covered AFPC'’s public conferences on Missile Defense and other topics.

In addition to his duties at AFPC, Mr. Pirchner directed the national security team advising the
2012 Presidential campaign of Newt Gingrich. Among his many publications is Pirchner’s very
prescient 2004 monograph, Reviving Greater Russia: The Future of Russia’s Borders with
Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, and Ukraine. He is also the author of Post Putin:
Succession, Stability, and Russia's Future (Rowman and Littlefield, May 2019), which is also
available in Ukrainian and Russian editions.

Before founding AFPC, Mr. Pirchner served in the U.S. Senate as Director of Legislation for
Senator Roger Jepsen (R-1A) and Legislative Assistant to Senator Chuck Grassley (R-1A).

RELATED NEWS & EVENTS

March 6, 2023 | Media



AFPC Insider: On the Ground in Ukraine

March 2, 2022 | Event

US-Ukraine Security Dialogue XIV: The Russian-
Ukrainian War of 2022 - Initial Overview

June 24, 2021 | News

AFPC roundtable exploring ‘The Risks of Russian
Influence in Ukraine and Eastern Europe” with a visiting
Ukrainian delegation

October 27, 2020 | Event

AFPC president Herman Pirchner, Jr. participates in a
panel discussion marking the publication of his book,
Post Putin, in Ukrainian.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

April 5, 2024 | ARTICLE

Why Russia’s elites have tolerated Putin’s intolerable
behavior

January 10, 2023 | ARTICLE

Costs associated with U.S. not supporting Ukraine are
steep

December 29, 2022 | ARTICLE

Setting the stage for a durable peace in Ukraine

October 3, 2022 | ARTICLE

Does Ukraine Mean Vladimir Putin’s Fate Is Sealed?
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