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What can the United States do about Iran? Today that question, fueled by growing international concern over the Islamic Republic’s 
persistent nuclear ambitions, has emerged at the forefront of the American strategic debate.

In this calculus, economic measures have received comparatively short shrift. This is because conventional wisdom has it that the 
United States possesses little leverage that it can bring to bear in order to deter and contain Iran’s nuclear ambitions. In this case, 
however, the conventional wisdom is wrong; the United States has a considerable number of economic tools at its disposal, despite its 
lack of trade relations with the Islamic Republic.
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