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The killing of Iranian general Qassem Soleimani on January 3rd opened a qualitatively new phase in the ongoing tensions between the 
United States and Iran.

This conference, the inaugural event in a series of occasional AFPC seminars built around the theme of “Understanding Iran,” will 
convene leading thinkers and scholars to go “beyond the headlines” and explore Iran's internal political dynamics and its foreign policy 
priorities, as well as their strategic implications for the United States, as we navigate this new and more confrontational environment.

Confirmed speakers include:

Ilan Berman, Senior Vice President, American Foreign Policy Council
Alireza Nader, Senior Fellow, Foundation for Defense of Democracies Founder, New Iran
Nader Uskowi, Senior Fellow, Atlantic Council Advisor, U.S. Central Command
Mariam Memarsadeghi, Iran democracy activist and independent analyst
Farhad Mansourian, Principal Analyst, Foreign Affairs Intelligence Research Network
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