AMERICAN FOREIGN

POLICY COUNCIL

CACI Forum: What Else is Happening in
Afghanistan?

March 11, 2020

Related Categories: Democracy and Governance; International Economics and Trade; Afghanistan
Related Expert: S. Frederick Starr, Svante E. Cornell

Official studies have turned up many serious problems in the expenditure of American aid to Afghanistan. However, these reports
should not be equated with the progress, or lack of progress, of the economy and society of Afghanistan as a whole. On the one hand,
some 82% of American assistance has been focused on security, as opposed to economic and social development. On the other,
many other donors, and initiatives by Afghanis themselves, have contributed to the development of Afghanistan's economic and social
life. The speaker will discuss the briefing paper, entitled "How is Afghanistan Really Doing". The purpose of the paper is not to argue
with the official studies but to suggest that Afghan society has in fact made important progress in many areas over the years since
9/11. If one takes that progress into account, it will affect how one views Afghanistan’'s emerging place in the world and the next phase
of America's relationship with that country .
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