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Afghanistan is an organic part of Central Asia and a critical strategic lynchpin. The United States is removing its forces there amidst 
dire warnings from virtually all observers and allies about what this will mean ? not just for the Afghan economy, its recent political and 
social progress, and for human rights there ? but for Afghanistan's very existence as a viable state. Beyond this, if America continues 
to see Afghanistan as a stand-alone issue, unattached to the fate of Central and South Asia, its strategic engagement with the region 
as a whole may lose its geopolitical foundation. What would this mean for the individual countries of Central Asia, and what kinds of 
strategic choices will they now likely entertain? Will it strengthen or weaken prospects of regional coordination and cooperation? The 
American presence has had a restraining effect on other powers in the region ? China. India, Pakistan. Russia, and Iran. How will they 
now respond to the changed realities? And, finally, what might America’s role be in the rest of Central Asia and the Caucasus after the 
Afghan withdrawal?
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