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Central Asia-Caucasus Institute

Svante E. Cornell

SENIOR FELLOW FOR EURASIA AND DIRECTOR, RESEARCH AND
PUBLICATIONS, CENTRAL ASIA-CAUCASUS INSTITUTE

Svante E. Cornell joined the American Foreign Policy Council as Senior Fellow for Eurasia in
January 2017. He also serves as the Director of the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute & Silk
Road Studies Program, and a co-founder of the Institute for Security and Development Policy,
Stockholm. His main areas of expertise are security issues, state-building, and transnational
crime in Southwest and Central Asia, with a specific focus on the Caucasus and Turkey. He is
the Editor of the Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, the Joint Center's bi-weekly publication, and of
the Joint Center's Silk Road Papers series of occasional papers.

Cornell is the author of several books, including Small Nations and Great Powers, the first
comprehensive study of the post-Soviet conflicts in the Caucasus, Azerbaijan since
Independence, and with S. Frederick Starr, The Long Game on the Silk Road, a study of 25
years of Western policies toward Central Asia and the Caucasus. Cornell was educated at the
Middle East Technical University, received his Ph.D. in Peace and Conflict Studies from
Uppsala University, and holds an honorary degree from the National Academy of Sciences of
Azerbaijan. He is a member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Military Science, and a Policy
advisor to JINSA's Gemunder center for Strategy. Formerly, Cornell served as Associate
Professor of Government at Uppsala University and Associate Research Professor at Johns
Hopkins University-SAIS .

RELATED NEWS & EVENTS

January 29, 2025 | Event

AFPC Webinar Turkey’s Changing Trajectory

December 16, 2024 | Media

The John Batchelor Show: Central Asia- Where the
uranium ore is found

August 29, 2024 | Event

Register for the 8/29 CACI Webinar - Kazakhstan & the
Rise of Middle Powers in Central Asia

June 15, 2022 | News
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CACI director and AFPC Senior fellow for Eurasia Svante
Cornell quoted in Voice of America article regarding
Kazakhstan’s June 5 national referendum

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

April 21, 2025 | ARTICLE

An American Strategy for Greater Central Asia

December 16, 2024 | ARTICLE

Europe’s Nuclear Energy and Central Asian Uranium

December 16, 2024 | BOOK

Arabs, Turks and Persians: Geopolitics and Ideology in
the Greater Middle East

November 30, 2023 | BOOK

The Changing Geopolitics of Central Asia and the
Caucasus
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