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Algeria 41,657,488 Houari Boumediene 1927-1978 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 46 Yes No 1965-1978 13 No NA
Died of a rare blood disease. Rumors about his being assassinated or 
poisoned have surfaced occasionally in Algerian politics. 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ag.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Houari-
Boumedienne

Algeria 41,657,488 Chadli Bendjedid 1929-2012
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Military Coup 63 No No 1979-1992 13 Yes Military

 in 1991 the military intervened to stop elections from bringing the 
Islamist Front Islamique du Salut (FIS) to power, forcing Bendjedid out 
of office and sparking a long and bloody Algerian Civil War

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ag.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Chadli-Bendjedid

https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2012/oct/15/chadli
-bendjedid

Algeria 41,657,488 Abdelaziz Bouteflika 1937-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 82 No No 1999-2019 20 Yes Military, populace

May 2019- No longer in office, popular uprising and military forced 
resignation in April 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ag.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Abdelaziz-
Bouteflika

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-africa-
47795108

Angola 30,355,880 Agostinho Neto 1922-1979 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 57 Yes No 1975-1979 4 No NA Pancreatic  Cancer
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ao.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Agostinho-Neto

https://www.poetryfoundation.
org/poets/agostinho-neto

Angola 30,355,880 Jose Eduardo dos Santos 1942-Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 75 No No 1979-2017 38 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ao.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Jose-dos-Santos

Argentina 44,694,198 Juan Carlos Onganía 1914-1995
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Military junta, Popular 

uprising
56 No No 1966-1970 4 Yes Military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Juan-Carlos-
Ongania

Argentina 44,694,198
Pedro Eugenio 

Aramburu
1903-1970 Killed in Office Assassination 67 Yes Yes 1955-1958 3 Yes Extremist group

Kidnapped and executed in mock trial by leftist urban guerilla group 
Montoneros

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.encyclopedia.
com/humanities/encyclopedias-
almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/aramburu-pedro-eugenio-
1905-1970

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Argentina/The-
conservative-restoration-and-
the-Concordancia-1930-
43#ref407924

Argentina 44,694,198
Alejandro Agustin 

Lanusse
1918-1996

Forced Retirement / Not 
Killed

General elections, Resigned 54 No No 1971-1973 2 Yes/No Public/Peronists
Actively anti-Peronist, Lanusse led a coup to place himself in power 
among Peronist and student protests. Attempted to call for stability by 
organizing elections, which he lost.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Alejandro-
Agustin-Lanusse

Argentina 44,694,198 Roberto Eduardo Viola 1924-1994
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Military coup 57 No No

March 1981- 
December 1981

0.75 Yes Military
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Argentina/Galtieri-
and-the-Falklands-War#ref407943

https://trialinternational.
org/latest-post/roberto-
eduardo-viola/

Argentina 44,694,198 Reynaldo Bignone 1928-2018 Voluntary Retirement General elections, Resigned 55 No Yes 1982-1983 1 Yes/No Protests
Organized elections after continued demonstrations by public led to the 
death of a protester. 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/03/09/obituaries/reyna
ldo-bignone-argentinas-last-
military-dictator-dies-at-90.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Argentina/Galtieri-
and-the-Falklands-
War#ref407950

Argentina 44,694,198 Leopoldo Galtieri 1926-2003
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Removed from office 56 No No 1981-1982 1 Yes

Argentine 
government

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Leopoldo-Galtieri

Argentina 44,694,198 Jorge Rafael Videla 1925-2013 Voluntary Retirement Retirement 55 No Yes 1976-1981 5 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ar.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Jorge-Rafael-
Videla

Bangladesh 159,453,001 Ziaur Rahman 1936-1981 Killed in Office Assassination 45 Yes Yes 1977-1981 4 Yes Military
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/bg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ziaur-Rahman

Brazil 208,846,892
Emilio Garrastazu 

Medici
1905-1985 Voluntary Retirement General Election, Resigned 73 No No 1969-1974 5 No N/A

Brazilian electoral college was created in 1973. In 1974, Ernesto Geisel 
was elected president.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/br.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ziaur-Rahman

https://library.brown.
edu/create/fivecenturiesofchan
ge/chapters/chapter-
7/military-rule/medici/

Brazil 208,846,892 Artur da Costa e Silva 1899-1969 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 69 Yes No 1967-1969 2 No N/A
Suffered from cerebral thrombosis and removed from duties. Died in 
December of 1969.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/br.html

https://library.brown.
edu/create/fivecenturiesofchange/
chapters/chapter-7/military-
rule/costa-e-silva/

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Brazil/Military-
intervention-and-
dictatorship#ref951793

Brazil 208,846,892 Getúlio Vargas 1882-1954
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 63 No No 1930-1945 15 Yes Military

Was later popularly elected in 1951, committed suicide 1954 to avoid 
forced retirement

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/br.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Getulio-Vargas

Brazil 208,846,892
Humberto de Alencar 

Castelo Branco
1900-1967 Voluntary Retirement Retirement 69 No No 1964-1967 3 No N/A

Handed powers over to Costa e Silva. Died in an aircraft collision four 
months later.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/br.html

https://library.brown.
edu/create/fivecenturiesofchange/
chapters/chapter-7/military-
rule/castelo-branco/

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Brazil/Military-
intervention-and-
dictatorship#ref951788

Burkina Faso 19,742,715 Thomas Sankara 1949-1987 Killed in Office Assassination 37 Yes Yes 1983-1987 4 Yes
Politcal 

opponents/Militar
y

Assassinated by troops led by Blaise Compaore
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uv.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Thomas-Sankara

Burundi 11,844,520 Jean-Baptiste Bagaza 1946-2016
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 41 No No 1976-1987 11 Yes Military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/by.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Jean-Baptiste-
Bagaza

Cambodia 16,449,519 Hun Sen 1952-Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 1984-present 35 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cb.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Hun-Sen

Cambodia 16,449,519 Pol Pot 1925-1998
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Foreign invasion 56 No Yes 1963-1981 18 Yes Vietnam military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cb.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Pol-Pot

Cameroon 25,640,965 Paul Biya 1933-Current Still in Power N/A N/A No No 1982-present 36 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cm.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Cameroon/Cameroon-
under-Biya#ref517079

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-africa-
43469758

Chad 15,833,116 Francois Tombalbaye 1918-1975 Killed in Office Coup, Assassination 56 Yes Yes 1960-1975 15 Yes Military
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cd.html

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-africa-13164690

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Chad/Independence
#ref516680

Chad 15,833,116 Hissene Habre 1942-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 48 No Yes 1982-1990 8 Yes Political opponents

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cd.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Chad/Independence#re
f836920
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Chad 15,833,116 Idriss Deby 1952-Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 1990-present 28 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cd.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Chad/Independence#re
f836921

Chile 17,925,262 Augusto Pinochet 1915-2006
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
General elections, Resigned 75 No No 1973-1990 17 Yes Chilean people

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ci.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Augusto-Pinochet

China 1,384,688,986 Xi Jinping 1953-Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2012-present 8 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Xi-Jinping

China 1,384,688,986 Hu Jintao 1942-Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 70 No No 2002-2012 10 No NA
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Hu-Jintao

China 1,384,688,986 Deng Xiaoping 1904-1997 Voluntary Retirement Retirement 82 No No 1982-1987 5 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Deng-Xiaoping

China 1,384,688,986 Mao Zedong 1893-1976 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 82 Yes No 1943-1976 33 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Mao-Zedong

China 1,384,688,986 Chiang Kai-shek 1887-1975 Died of Natural Causes Medical Condition 87 Yes No 1950-1975 25 No NA heart attack
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Chiang-Kai-shek

Colombia 48,168,996 Gustavo Rojas Pinilla 1900-1975
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Military junta 57 No No 1953-1957 4 Yes

People of 
Colombia 

supported by 
military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/co.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Gustavo-Rojas-
Pinilla

https://www.encyclopedia.
com/people/history/colombian
-history-biographies/gustavo-
rojas-pinilla

Cote d'Ivoire 26,260,582
Felix Houphouet-

Boigny
1905-1993 Died of Natural Causes Medical Condition 88 Yes No 1960-1993 33 No N/A Died of prostate cancer

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/iv.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Felix-Houphouet-
Boigny

https://www.nytimes.
com/1993/12/08/obituaries/fel
ix-houphouet-boigny-ivory-
coast-s-leader-since-freedom-
in-1960-is-dead.html

Cuba 11,116,396 Fidel Castro 1926-2016 Voluntary Retirement Retirement 85 No No 1961-2011 50 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cu.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Fidel-Castro

Cuba 11,116,396 Raul Castro 1931-Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 86 No No 2011-2018 7 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cu.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Raul-Castro

Cuba 11,116,396 Fulgencio Batista 1901-1973
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 58 No No 1952-1959 7 Yes Political opponents

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cu.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Fulgencio-Batista

Democratic Republic 
of Congo

85,281,024 Mobutu Seese Seko 1930-1997
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Internal Division/civil war 66 No No 1965-1997 32 Yes

Laurent Kabila, 
with help from 
other African 
governments

Mobutu was overthrown in the First Congo War by Laurent-Désiré 
Kabila, who was supported by the governments of Rwanda, Burundi 
and Uganda. He died in 1997 of cancer

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Mobutu-Sese-
Seko

Egypt 99,413,317 Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 1954-Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2014-present 4 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/eg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Abdel-Fattah-al-
Sisi

Egypt 99,413,317 Hosni Mubarak 1928-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 83 No Yes 1981-2011 30 Yes People of Egypt

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/eg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Hosni-Mubarak

https://www.cnn.
com/2013/01/07/world/meast
/hosni-mubarak---fast-
facts/index.html

Egypt 99,413,317 King Farouk 1920-1965
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Military coup 32 No Yes 1936-1952 16 Yes military End of monarchy in Egypt

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/eg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Farouk-I

Egypt 99,413,317 Gamal Abdel Nasser 1918-1970 Died of Natural Causes Medical Condition 52 Yes No 1956-1970 14 No N/A Died of heart attack while in office
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/eg.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Gamal-Abdel-
Nasser

Egypt 99,413,317 Anwar Sadat 1918-1981 Killed in Office Assassination 62 Yes Yes 1970-1981 11 Yes Military Khalid Islambouli led militants in a planned assassination attempt
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/eg.htm

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Anwar-Sadat

Ethiopia 108,386,391 Haile Selassie 1892-1975
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 82 No Yes 1930-1974 44 Yes Ethiopian army

https://www.cia.
gov/Library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/et.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Haile-Selassie-I

Ethiopia 108,386,391 Mengistu Haile Mariam 1937- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 54 No No 1977-1991 14 Yes Ethiopian army

https://www.cia.
gov/Library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/et.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Mengistu-Haile-
Mariam

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-africa-
45043811

Germany 80,457,737 Adolf Hitler 1889-1945 Killed in Office
Suicide/ Foreign 

Interference
56 Yes Yes 1933-1945 12 Yes and No Red Army

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gm.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Adolf-Hitler

https://www.biography.
com/dictator/adolf-hitler

Ghana 28,102,471 Jerry Rawlings 1947- Present Voluntary Retirement General Election 53 No No 1981-2001 20 No N/A
Originally took power in a coup. After retiring from the military in 
1992, Rawlings legalized politcal parties and elections and was elected 
president for two terms.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gh.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Jerry-J-Rawlings

Greece 10,761,523 Georgios Papadopoulos 1919-1999
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
military coup, student 

uprisings
54 No Yes 1967-1973 6 Yes

Army, student 
protests

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gr.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Giorgios-
Papadopoulos

https://www.nytimes.
com/1999/06/28/world/george
-papadopoulos-dies-greek-
coup-leader-was-80.html?
mtrref=www.google.
com&gwh=F4D707DFCC3991
850C1A1CDF7675F81E&gwt=
pay
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Greece 10,761,523 Ioannis Metaxas 1871-1941 Died of Natural Causes Medical Condition 69 Yes No 1936-1941 5 No N/A
Died of toxaemia (bactaremia) in 1941 before Fascist Italy/Nazi 
Germany invasion of Greece.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gr.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ioannis-Metaxas

Guatemala 16,581,273 Carlos Castillo Armas 1914-1957 Killed in Office Assassination 43 Yes Yes 1954-1957 3 Yes
Killed by a palace 

guard

Castillo Armas faced significant internal resistance, which was blamed 
on communist agitation. The government, plagued by corruption and 
soaring debt, became dependent on aid from the US. In 1957 Castillo 
Armas was assassinated by a palace guard with leftist sympathies.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gt.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Guatemala/Civil-war-
years

Guinea 11,855,411 Moussa Dadis Camara 1964-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Failed Assassination 45 No No 2008-2009 1 Yes Military

A failed assassination attempt by men under command of Abubakar 
Diakite, an aide, forced his retirement. 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gv.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Guinea/Government-
and-society#ref1046440

https://www.nytimes.
com/2009/12/04/world/africa/
04briefs-guineabrf.html?
searchResultPosition=2

Guinea 11,855,411 Ahmed Sekou Toure 1922-1984 Died of Natural Causes Medical Condition 62 Yes No 1958-1984 26 No N/A Died of heart attack
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/gv.html

https://www.nytimes.
com/1984/03/28/obituaries/ahme
d-sekou-toure-a-radical-hero.html

Haiti 10,788,440 Francois Duvalier 1907-1971 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 64 Yes No 1957-1971 14 No N/A heart attack
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ha.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Francois-Duvalier

http://content.time.
com/time/magazine/article/0,
9171,876967,00.html

Haiti 10,788,440 Jean-Claude Duvalier 1951-2014
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 35 No No 1971-1986 15 Yes People of Haiti

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ha.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Jean-Claude-
Duvalier

https://www.nytimes.
com/2014/10/05/world/americ
as/jean-claude-duvalier-haitis-
baby-doc-dies-at-63.html?
rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%
2FDuvalier%2C%20Fran%C3%
A7ois%
20&action=click&contentCollec
tion=timestopics&region=strea
m&module=stream_unit&versi
on=latest&contentPlacement=2
&pgtype=collection

Indonesia 262,787,403 Muhammad Suharto 1921-2008
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 67 No No 1968-1998 30 Yes

People of 
Indonesia

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/id.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Suharto

Iran 83,024,745 Ali Khamenei 1939-Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 1989-present 29 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ir.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ali-Khamenei

Iran 83,024,745 Ruhollah Khomeini 1902-1989 Died of Natural Causes Natural 86 Yes No 1979-1989 10 No NA Died of natural causes; debate over actual birth year 
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ir.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ruhollah-
Khomeini

https://www.bbc.co.
uk/history/historic_figures/kh
omeini_ayatollah.shtml

Iraq 40,194,216 Saddam Hussein 1937-2006
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Foreign invasion 63 No Yes 1979-2003 24 Yes U.S.

Convicted and executed in 2006 by the Iraqi High Tribunal for crimes 
against humanity  

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/iz.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Saddam-Hussein

Iraq 40,194,216 Abd Al-Karim Qasim 1914-1963 Killed in Office military coup, execution 49 Yes Yes 1958-1963 5 Yes military
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/iz.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Abd-al-Karim-
Qasim

Italy 62,246,674 Benito Mussolini 1883-1945
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Removed from office 60 No Yes 1922-1943 21 Yes Political opponents

The Fall of the Fascist regime in Italy denotes the events in spring and 
summer 1943 in Italy, which culminated with the meeting of the Grand 
Council of Fascism on 24–25 July 1943, the passing of a vote of no 
confidence against Benito Mussolini, and the change of the Italian 
government.These events were the result of parallel plots led 
respectively by Count Dino Grandi and King Victor Emmanuel III: 
their final outcome was the fall from power of the Italian Fascist 
government after 21 years and the arrest of Mussolini.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/it.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Benito-Mussolini

Kazakhstan 18,744,548 Nursultan Nazarbayev 1940-Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 78 No No 1991-2019 27 No N/A
Made constitutional reforms to empower the parliament and cabinet, 
before resigning as president in March 2019. He still retains significant 
influence and power.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/kz.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Nursultan-
Nazarbayev

Kenya 48,397,527 Daniel arap Moi 1924- Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 78 No No 1978-2002 24 No N/A Barred by constitution to run in 2002 election.
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ke.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Daniel-arap-Moi

Malawi 19,842,560 Hastings Kamuzu Banda 1898-1997
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests/Election, Resigned 95 No No 1966-1994 28 Yes/No Public protests

Following increased protests, Banda's powers were stripped and one-
party rule ended. He ran for presidency and was defeated.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/mi.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Hastings-
Kamuzu-Banda

Mali 18,429,893 Modibo Keita 1915-1977
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 53 No Yes 1960-1968 8 Yes Military

General Moussa Traore overthrew Keita in a coup. Keita died in 1977 
still imprisoned.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ml.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Modibo-Keita

Mali 18,429,893 Moussa Traore 1936-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 54 No No 1968-1991 23 Yes Military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ml.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Mali/Independent-
Mali#ref516770

Myanmar 55,622,506 Ne Win 1911-2002
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 78 No No 1962-1988 26 Yes People of Burma

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/bm.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/U-Ne-Win

https://www.washingtonpost.
com/archive/local/2002/12/06
/burmese-leader-ne-
win/e7be1659-d203-44cc-bf54-
d05a18048ccc/?utm_term=.
cd2fea2a58c0

Myanmar 55,622,506 Than Shwe 1935- Present Voluntary Retirement Retirement 77 No No 1992-2011 19 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/bm.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Than-Shwe

Nigeria 203,452,505 Sani Abacha 1943-1998
Killed in Office/Died of 

Natural Causes
Assassination/Medical 

Condition
54 Yes Yes 1993-1998 5 Yes Political opponents

Abacha died of a sudden heart attack. There is wide speculation he was 
poisoned, but this was never confirmed.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Sani-Abacha
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COUNTRY POPULATION DICTATOR LIFESPAN TYPE OF DEMISE CAUSE OF DEMISE

AGE 
WHEN 
LOST 

POWER

DIED 
WHILE IN 
OFFICE?

DIED FORCEFULLY 
(IE. 

ASSASSINATION, 
EXECUTION, 

PRISON)

PERIOD OF 
RULE

LENGTH OF RULE 
(YEARS)

PUSHED OUT? IF PUSHED OUT, 
WHEN?

NOTES POPULATION SOURCES BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #1 BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #2

Nigeria 203,452,505 Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi 1924-1966 Killed in Office military coup, execution 42 Yes Yes Jan 1966-July 1966 0.5 Yes mlitary
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Nigeria/Independent-
Nigeria#ref517364

https://rememberingbiafra.
com/timeline/aguiyi-ironsi-is-
declared-head-of-state

Nigeria 203,452,505 Yakubu Gowon 1934- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
military coup 41 No No 1966-1975 9 Yes military

On 29 July 1975, while Gowon was attending an OAU summit in 
Kampala, a group of officers led by Colonel Joe Nanven Garba 
announced his overthrow.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Yakubu-Gowon

https://www.nytimes.
com/1975/07/30/archives/gow
on-ousted-in-nigeria-coup-
ends-nineyear-rule-gowon-
deposed-as.html

Nigeria 203,452,505 Ibrahim Babangida 1941- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 52 No No 1985-1993 8 Yes Political opponents

Announced elections in 1993, however anulled them after rival 
Moshood Abiola appeared to be the winner. Decision was extremely 
unpopular and Babangida gave power to interim civilan government.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ibrahim-
Babangida

https://www.nytimes.
com/1993/08/27/world/nigeri
an-ruler-cedes-power-to-
civilian.html?mtrref=www.
google.com

Nigeria 203,452,505 Olusegun Obasanjo 1937- Present Voluntary Retirement General Election 70 No No 1976-1979 3 No N/A
First Nigerian military head of state to transfer power peacefully to a 
civilian regime. Elected president in 1999, served two terms.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ni.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Olusegun-
Obasanjo

North Korea 25,381,085 Kim Il-Sung 1912- 1994 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 82 Yes No 1948-1994 46 No N/A Heart attack
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/kn.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Kim-Il-Sung

North Korea 25,381,085 Kim Jong-Il 1941- 2011 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 70 Yes No 1994-2011 17 No N/A Heart attack
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/kn.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Kim-Jong-Il

North Korea 25,381,085 Kim Jong-Un 1983- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2011-present 7 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/kn.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Kim-Jong-Eun

Pakistan 207,862,518 Pervez Musharraf 1943- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 65 No No 2001-2008 7 Yes Political opponents Resigned after threat of facing impeachment

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pk.html

https://www.cnn.
com/2013/05/17/world/meast/pe
rvez-musharraf-fast-facts/index.
html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Pervez-
Musharraf

Pakistan 207,862,518
Agha Muhammad Yahya 

Khan
1917-1980

Forced Retirement / Not 
Killed

Protests, Resigned 54 No No 1969-1971 2 Yes and No
Popular and 
government 

discontent

demonstrations throughout Pakistan. Rumors of an impending coup 
d'état by junior military officers against President Yahya swept the 
country. Yahya became the highest-ranking casualty of the war: to 
forestall further unrest, on 20 December 1971 he handed over the 
presidency and government to Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pk.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Yahya-Khan

https://www.encyclopedia.
com/reference/encyclopedias-
almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/yahya-khan-agha-
muham

Pakistan 207,862,518 Ayub Khan 1907-1974
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 61 No No 1958-1969 11 Yes Public protests

East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) showed mass demonstrations and labor 
strikes. 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pk.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Mohammad-
Ayub-Khan

Peru 31,331,228 Alberto Fujimori 1938- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Removed from office 62 No No 1990-2000 10 Yes Peruvian Congress

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pe.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Alberto-Fujimori

Peru 31,331,228 Manuel Odria 1896-1974 Voluntary Retirement Retirement 60 No No 1948-1956 8 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pe.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Manuel-A-Odria

Philippines 105,893,381 Rodrigo Duterte 1945- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2016-present 2 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rp.html

https://www.britannica.
com/topic/Rodrigo-Duterte

Philippines 105,893,381 Ferdinand Marcos 1917- 1986
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Revolution 69 No No 1965-1986 21 Yes

People of the 
Philippines

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rp.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ferdinand-E-
Marcos

Poland 38,420,687 Wojciech Jaruzelski 1923-2014 Voluntary Retirement
Retirement/Government 

Reform
67 No No 1981-1990 9 No N/A

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/pl.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Wojciech-
Jaruzelski

Portugal 10,355,493
Antonio de Oliveira 

Salazar
1889-1970 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 79 Yes No 1932-1968 36 No N/A Cerebral hemorrhage

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/po.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Antonio-de-
Oliveira-Salazar

Portugal 10,355,493 Marcelo Caetano 1906-1980
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 68 No No 1968-1974 6 Yes Military

By the beginning of 1974, signals of rebellion increased. The Armed 
Forces Movement was formed within the army and started planning a 
coup d'état to end the Estado Novo.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/po.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Marcello-Jose-
das-Neves-Alves-Caetano

Romania 21,457,116 Ion Antonescu 1882-1946
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 62 No Yes 1940-1944 4 Yes

Monarchy and 
military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ro.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ion-Antonescu

Romania 21,457,116 King Michael 1921-2014
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 25 No No 1940-1947 7 Yes

Communists 
within the 
government

End of monarchy in Romania
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ro.html

https://www.nytimes.
com/2017/12/05/obituaries/king-
michael-romania-dead.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Michael-king-
of-Romania

Romania 21,457,116 Nicolae Ceausescu 1918-1989 Killed in Office Revolution 71 Yes Yes 1965-1989 25 Yes People of Romania
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ro.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Nicolae-Ceausescu

Russia 142,122,776 Josef Stalin 1878-1953 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 74 Yes No 1924-1953 29 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rs.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Joseph-Stalin

Russia 142,122,776 Nikita Khrushchev 1894-1971
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 70 No No 1953-1964 11 Yes Political opponents

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rs.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Nikita-
Sergeyevich-Khrushchev

Russia 142,122,776 Leonid Brezhnev 1906-1982 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 75 Yes No 1964-1982 18 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rs.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Leonid-Ilich-
Brezhnev

Russia 142,122,776 Vladimir Putin 1952- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2000-present 18 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rs.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Vladimir-Putin
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COUNTRY POPULATION DICTATOR LIFESPAN TYPE OF DEMISE CAUSE OF DEMISE

AGE 
WHEN 
LOST 

POWER

DIED 
WHILE IN 
OFFICE?

DIED FORCEFULLY 
(IE. 

ASSASSINATION, 
EXECUTION, 

PRISON)

PERIOD OF 
RULE

LENGTH OF RULE 
(YEARS)

PUSHED OUT? IF PUSHED OUT, 
WHEN?

NOTES POPULATION SOURCES BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #1 BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #2

Rwanda 12,187,400 Juvenal Habyarimana 1937-1994 Killed in Office Assassination 57 Yes Yes 1973-1994 21 Yes Political opponents
There is debate on which group fired on the plane and killled 
Habyarimana; his death sparked the Rwanda Genocide

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rw.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Juvenal-
Habyarimana

Rwanda 12,187,400 Paul Kagame 1957- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2000-present 18 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rw.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Paul-Kagame

Rwanda 12,187,400 Jean Kambanda 1955- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Removed from office 39 No Yes 1994-1994 0.3 Yes

Political 
Opponents/Intern

ational arrest

Pleaded guilty to genocide in International Crimincal Tribunal for 
Rwanda; life imprisonment

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rw.html

https://www.britannica.
com/event/Rwanda-genocide-of-
1994#ref1111315

Saudi Arabia 33,091,113
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 

Al Saud
1924-2015 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 90 Yes No 2005-2015 10 No N/A Pneumonia

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sa.html

https://www.cnn.
com/2012/12/28/world/meast/ki
ng-abdullah-bin-abdulaziz-al-
saud---fast-facts/index.html

Somalia 11,259,029 Mohamed Siad Barre 1919-1995
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Civil war 71 No No 1969-1991 22 Yes Rebellion

As the Cold War came to a close, the strategic global improtance of 
Somalia weakened; this led to Barre becoming increasingly totalitarian. 
In 1991, the regime was exiled with the start of a civil war.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/so.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Mohamed-Siad-
Barre

South Korea 51,418,097 Syngman Rhee 1875- 1965
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 85 No No 1948-1960 12 Yes

People of South 
Korea

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ks.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Syngman-Rhee

South Korea 51,418,097 Park Chung-hee 1917-1979 Killed in Office Assassination 61 Yes Yes 1963-1979 16 Yes Political opponents
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ks.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Park-Chung-Hee

Spain 49,331,076 Francisco Franco 1892-1975 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 82 Yes No 1936-1975 39 No N/A heart failure
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sp.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Francisco-Franco

https://www.history.
com/topics/world-war-
ii/francisco-franco

Sudan 43,120,843 Omar al-Bashir 1944- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup/Arrest Warrent 75 No No 1989-April 2019 30 Yes Military, populace

Arrested and removed from office by military in April 2019. Military 
has made a statement that it will retain control of country for at least 2 
years to oversee peaceful transition of power

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/su.html

https://www.cnn.
com/2012/12/10/world/africa/om
ar-al-bashir---fast-facts/index.
html

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-africa-
16010445

Sudan 43,120,843 Gaafar Nimeiry 1930-2009
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 55 No No 1969-1985 16 Yes Military Bloodless coup occured leading to the election of Sadiq al-Mahdi

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/su.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Gaafar-
Mohamed-el-Nimeiri

Syria 19,454,263 Hafez al-Assad 1930-2000 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 69 Yes No 1971-2000 29 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Hafiz-al-Assad

Syria 19,454,263 Bashar al-Assad 1965- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2000-present 18 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Bashar-al-Assad

Thailand 68,615,858 Prayut Chan-o-cha 1954- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2014-present 4 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Prayuth-Chan-
ocha

Thailand 68,615,858 Plaek Phibunsongkhram 1897-1964
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 60 No No

1938-1944, 1948-
1957

9 Yes
Army, backed by 

U.S.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Luang-
Phibunsongkhram

Thailand 68,615,858 Thanom Kittikachorn 1911-2004
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 62 No No 1963-1973 10 Yes Student protests

After the arrest of students handing out leaflets, thousands of students 
and the general public protested. At the largest around 500,000. 77 died 
and around 850 injuries. Kittikachorn resigned shortly after.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Thanom-
Kittikachorn

Thailand 68,615,858 Thaksin Shinawatra 1949- Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 57 No No 2001-2006 5 Yes Military coup

Military junta ousted Shinawatra due to a supposed rift in society and 
corruption. Has since lived outside of Thailand in a self-imposed exile 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Thaksin-
Shinawatra

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-pacific-
13891650

Thailand 68,615,858 Sarit Thanarat 1908-1963 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 55 Yes No 1959-1963 4 No N/A Liver failure
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Sarit-Thanarat

Thailand 68,615,858 Kriangsak Chamanan 1917-2003 Voluntary Retirement Retired 62 No No 1977-1980 3 No N/A Voluntarily retired
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.nytimes.
com/2003/12/25/world/kriangsak
-chamanand-thai-general-dies-at-
86.html

Thailand 68,615,858 Chatichai Choonhavan 1920-1998
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 70 No No 1988-1991 3 Yes Military coup

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Chatichai-
Choonhavan

Thailand 68,615,858 Surayud Chulanont 1943- Present Voluntary Retirement General Election 64 No No 2006-2008 2 No N/A Head of interim government, held elections in 2007.
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/th.html

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Thailand/Attempts-to-
institute-populist-democracy

Tunisia 11,516,189 Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 1936-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 74 No No 1987-2011 14 Yes Public protests

Following a month-long protest, Ben Ali fled to Saudi Arabia. He was 
sentenced to life in prison in absentina in 2012. 

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ts.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Zine-al-Abidine-
Ben-Ali

Turkey 81,257,239 Recep Tayyip Erdogan 1954- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2014-present 4 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/tu.html

https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-europe-
13746679

Uganda 40,853,749 Idi Amin 1925-2003
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Foreign invasion 53 No No 1971-1979 8 Yes Tanzania

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ug.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Idi-Amin

Uganda 40,853,749 Milton Obote 1925-2005
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 46 No No 1966-1971 5 Yes Military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ug.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Milton-Obote

Uganda 40,853,749 Milton Obote 1925-2005
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 60 No No 1980-1985 5 Yes Military

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ug.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Milton-Obote
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COUNTRY POPULATION DICTATOR LIFESPAN TYPE OF DEMISE CAUSE OF DEMISE

AGE 
WHEN 
LOST 

POWER

DIED 
WHILE IN 
OFFICE?

DIED FORCEFULLY 
(IE. 

ASSASSINATION, 
EXECUTION, 

PRISON)

PERIOD OF 
RULE

LENGTH OF RULE 
(YEARS)

PUSHED OUT? IF PUSHED OUT, 
WHEN?

NOTES POPULATION SOURCES BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #1 BIOGRAPHY SOURCE #2

Uzbekistan 30,023,709 Islam Karimov 1938-2016 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 78 Yes No 1991-2016 25 No N/A Stroke
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uz.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Islam-Karimov

Uzbekistan 30,023,709 Shavkat Mirziyoyev 1957- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2016-present 2 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uz.html

https://www.washingtontimes.
com/news/2019/mar/4/shavkat-
mirziyoyev-successor-islam-
karimov-sees-uz/

Venezuela 31,689,176 Nicolas Maduro 1962- Present Still in Power N/A N/A No No 2013-present 5 No N/A
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ve.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Nicolas-Maduro

Venezuela 31,689,176 Hugo Chavez 1954-2013 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 58 Yes No 1999-2013 14 No N/A Cancer
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ve.html

https://www.britannica.
com/search?query=Hugo+Chavez

Venezuela 31,304,016 Marcos Pérez Jiménez 1914-2001
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
coup 44 No No 1948-1958 10 Yes Military, populace

As a result of the debts contracted by the dictatorship,[8] the discontent 
of the national private sector, the adverse position of the Catholic 
Church[9], the cruelty of the dictatorship[10], the massive 
demonstrations against repression by the government and the predicted 
economic crisis, Marcos Pérez Jiménez was deposed in a coup d'état by 
disgruntled sectors within the Armed Forces of Venezuela on January 
23, 1958

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ve.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Marcos-Perez-
Jimenez

Vietnam 96,160,163 Ho Chi-Minh 1890-1969 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 79 Yes No 1951-1969 18 No N/A Heart failure
https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/vm.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Ho-Chi-Minh

Yugoslavia (1989) 23,229,846 Josip Tito Broz 1892-1980 Died of Natural Causes Medical condition 87 Yes No 1953-1980 27 No N/A
https://www.britannica.
com/place/Yugoslavia-former-
federated-nation-1929-2003

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Josip-Broz-Tito

Yugoslavia (1989) 23,229,846 Slobodan Milosevic 1941-2006
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Protests, Resigned 60 No Yes 1989-2000 11 Yes

People of 
Yugoslavia

https://www.britannica.
com/place/Yugoslavia-former-
federated-nation-1929-2004

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Slobodan-
Milosevic

Zambia 15,972,000 Kenneth Kaunda 1924-Present Voluntary Retirement General Election, Resigned 67 No No 1964-1991 27 Yes/No
International 

pressure
International community called for multi-party elections. Kaunda was 
defeated by Frederick Chiluba.

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/za.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Kenneth-Kaunda

Zimbabwe 13,804,084 Robert Mugabe 1924-Present
Forced Retirement / Not 

Killed
Coup 93 No No 1980-2017 37 Yes Political opponents

https://www.cia.
gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/zi.html

https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Robert-Mugabe
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The Dictator Demise study was conducted in association with Post Putin: Seccession, Stability, and Russia's Future by Herman Pirchner and a condensed version is found in that book's appendix (referenced therein as the Azinheira 
study). The study summarizes the fate of  126 dictators/authoritarian heads of state who have ruled countries with a population of 10 million or more since WWII. For the purpose of this study, subjects were considered 
authoritarian if they came to power through means other than free and fair elections or ruled with total control.

Below is a chart of how all Causes of Demise were categorized into their Type. 

Died of Natural 
Causes

Killed in Office Forced 
Retirement/Not 

Killed

Voluntary 
Retirement

Still in Power

Medical Condition Assassination Coup General Election, 
Resigned

N/A

Natural Coup, 
Assassination

Foreign Invasion Retirement

Coup, Execution
General Election, 

Resigned

Retirement, 
Government 

Reform

Internal 
Division/Civil War

Military Coup

Military Junta 

Military Junta, 
Popular Uprising

Protests/Elections, 
Resigned

Removed from 
Office

Revolution

*Some leaders marked "Elections, Resigned" are categorized under Voluntary Retirement, while others are under Forced Retirement. The difference lies mainly in whether the researchers interpreted the individual's actions as a 
genuine dismissal of power for a peaceful transfer, or whether they did so because they had no other choice and/or would lose power otherwise. The latter are categorized as Forced Retirement.

*There are instances where leaders who were not killed while in office (Forced Retirement/Not Killed) are still categorized at Died Forcefully because their death occurred after their loss of power, but directly because of it.

Primary Researcher: Amanda Azinheira

Contributors: Alexander Rojavin, Megan Cantwell


